
table on this day, but it was there and I 
hope to go back.

ANNA MAE’S BAKERY & RESTAURANT
The first thing we saw when we got to 

Anna Mae’s was a pair of quite unique, 
wooden magazine stands, both about 
three feet tall, holding Daytrippers. I bet 
they go through a ton of them here. We 
should have come earlier. We had to wait 
in line at a restaurant at lunchtime. I don’t 
know if that’s ever happened to us before. 
When you consider that it’s a really, really 
large restaurant in a really small town it 
doesn’t seem to add up, but then there’s 
that old piece of traveller’s wisdom, “Look 
for where the cars are.” That’s where the 
locals go and that’s generally where the 
good food is. We didn’t have to wait long 
and the food was pretty quick and very 
good, and very much homemade. They 
have a menu that changes depending on 
what day of the week it is—I guess this 
is their way of accommodating so many 
people and still serving homemade food. 
So the food was good, but the dessert, 
the pie, was the best I’ve ever had. Sorry, 
Mom! We took four pies home, and still 
have a pecan pie in the freezer. 

LISTOWEL
Listowel was next. I bought a truck 

here once at Stop 23 and we would 
often go through Listowel on the way 
to Collingwood to ski. It strikes me as a 
place that’s on the way to everywhere, 
and it seems to be a very vibrant town. 
Lisa was going to the Spinrite Factory 
Yarn Outlet so I dropped her off and 
did some driving around. I’d learned 
before that you should never go through 
the main intersection in Listowel. It’s too 
congested. If you turn a couple blocks 
early and go down a side street you get a 
nice tour of the town and there are many 
Victorian homes to watch for. I took a 
drive through the car lot at Stop 23 and 
eventually pulled out the Daytripper to see 
where else I should kill a bit of time and 
then found myself walking into Knapp 
Shoes & Clothing. They have parking 
behind the building which was quite 
handy in this town, but they also have a 
heck of a lot of shoes, and clothing, and 
work wear. The place is huge. It’s a great 
example of a family run business that’s 
still kicking butt. I don’t need specialty 
shoes, but they were saying that a lot of 
their customers drive from miles away 
for their selection. I walked out with a 
pair of Sanuks, a shoe that’s a sandal or 
a sandal that’s a shoe. I’m not sure, but 
I tried them on and had to buy them. 
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We woke up at my uncle’s place in 
Waterloo and quickly realized that it’s 
kind of refreshing to start a daytrip from 
someplace other than your home—
we were already well on our way to 
somewhere! Lisa and I both had the day 
off and got a good start, and could have 
headed in a few different directions, but 
we turned left at the end of the driveway. 
A half hour later we were in St. Clements 
and in the heart of Mennonite Country.

IN SEASON
Horse drawn buggies and green roofs 

are common in these parts and we 
enjoyed the drive. I think I subconsciously 
took my foot off the pedal a bit on these 
roads, and relaxed a bit more than 
normal. So did Lisa, until she saw our first 
stop! You can’t miss inSeason at the main 
(and only) intersection in St. Clements 
and if you have to go out of your way to 
get there you should (though it’s not far 
away at all from St. Jacobs). It’s a bit more 
difficult to express exactly why it’s such 
a great shop—it just is! It’s a good-sized 
store and from the moment we walked 
in there were so many ideas surrounding 
us, and very fair prices. There are a lot 
of garden décor ideas, and Lisa loves her 
gardens. We would come back here in a 
heartbeat.

STROLLING THROUGH MILLBANK 
It wasn’t quite lunchtime, but we’d 

heard so much about Anna Mae’s in the 
Daytripper that we had to go there. That’s 

one of the reasons why we headed in this 
direction—my stomach must have known 
there was pie in its future and it forced 
my body to turn left out of the driveway. 
Millbank is a small town as well and it’s 
the kind of town that should just stay 
that way. It’s charming and it’s authentic 
and a subdivision would do it more harm 
than good. We parked next to a horse 
and buggy near Zehr’s Country Market 
and walked around the town starting with 
Zehr’s, which is like a grocery store, but 
it’s a country market. It’s like having a 
farm market as your grocery store, with 
all the freshness and wholesome foods 
that you’d expect to find at a market. 
We always bring a cooler on these trips 
for this very reason, so we bought a bit 
of everything except for cheese. That’s 
because we knew that Millbank Cheese 
was only a block away. Most things in 
Millbank are. Only a block away, that is. 
We go through a lot of cheese at the Broad 
household and there’s no better place to 
buy it than from the source, and they had 
a great selection to choose from. Another 
half block away is Millbank Family 
Furniture. I love wood. I love quality, 
well built wooden furniture. There are 
some great Mennonite furniture stores in 
our region, and we’ve been to a few of 
them, but this may be the best one I’ve 
ever been in. And nice people, too. I did 
not go home with my dream dining room 
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Lisa didn’t 
even notice 
until we were 
home. We met back 
up and walked around the downtown 
for a bit, stopping into a very diverse 
collection of stores. I don’t think there 
was an empty storefront to be found. We 
also stopped at the Kitchen Cupboard 
& Icebox which is an awesome kitchen 
store for foodies. If you appreciate quality 

cooking tools you’ll love this store. 
DAVIE’S ANTIQUES IN HARRISTON
Time was becoming a factor and 

Lisa wanted to go to a place in Mildmay 
called Gynger’s, but the paper had an ad 
for Davie’s Antiques in Harriston and 
when we saw it we just had to stop in. 
It’s a large shop with some really cool 

stuff downstairs and then everything 
you could imagine in more of a 
flea market sense upstairs. It’s a 
real nice shop and the owner (it’s 
Doug… Davies must be his last 

name?) was very friendly. We’ll 
be back! Lisa stopped into Acheson 

Pharmacy & Gifts just down the road 
as well and I ventured into the bakery. 
I forget the name of it, but it’s easy to 
find and they had these cookies that had 
English toffee in them if I remember 
correctly. They were amazing—it’s worth 
the trip to Harriston to get these cookies.

SO THERE’S A PLACE CALLED 
MILDMAY…

 I have to admit that I’d never even 
heard of Mildmay, but Lisa loves the 
primitive, folk art stuff and she saw the ad 
for Gynger’s Country Store and she had 
to go. She was in her element here, with 
antiques and rustic decor everywhere. 
It’s a very cool shop. They had plenty 
of garden stuff, which was not going 
to disappoint my wife, and they had 
architectural salvage which I think is really 
cool. I like to think that I’ll take all these 
old windows and door knobs and hinges 
and somehow spin them into something 
creative. It hasn’t ever happened, but it 
might, someday. We stopped into not one 
but two Wendt’s gift shops as well as 
This Old Thing which had retro/nostalgic 
clothing and décor. Lisa went into a ladies 
fashion shop while I went into another 
cheese shop, the Mildmay Cheese Haus, 
and voila, we were out of time. Another 
awesome daytrip in the books.

We came home with a lot of food in our 
cooler this time. You should always bring 
one. If you don’t use it you just take it 
out of the car and put the ice packs back 
in the freezer, but having it means that 
you can pick up all these things along the 
way. We’ve always brought food home 
since we started bringing one. What we 
missed on this trip was an antique shop 
in Clifford called Rooster’s Perch, not far 
from Harriston. We drove past it and it 
looked very authentic (this could be a 
cluttered one but I like clutter). We had to 

pass it by to reach Mildmay in time, but 
it’s out there waiting to be discovered. 
On the way home we stopped into 
Cowbell Brewing in Blyth, again. What 
an absolutely stunning place that is. If 
you haven’t been, you have to go.

We hope this will help someone else 
plan a trip. I’ll keep writing about our 
daytrips if they’ll keep printing them (and 
sending me some spending money!). 
Thanks, Daytripping!

Publisher’s note: Thanks, to both of you. 
We wish more of our readers would send in 
articles about the daytrips they go on and 
our customers that they visit. The bakery 
in Harriston is just called the Harriston 
Bakery and it is very good. I’ll have to 
check out those cookies. Can’t wait to hear 
where you get to next... keep writing!

I’d suggest that our readers have a map 
to tour through this area. It’s very scenic 
but there are a lot of intersections and 
small roads and I’ve learned to not always 
trust my GPS here.
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